Syllabus for RELS 102 Religion and Science Spring 2010


Religion and Science RELS 102-601 

Syllabus Spring 2010

	Instructor
	 Sigrid Peterson, PhD
	Phone
	 215-275-2740

	Office
	230 Claudia Cohen Hall
	E-mail
	petersig@sas.upenn.edu

	Office Hours
	Tuesday 4:30 to 6:00 pm

Thursday 1:00 to 3:00 pm
	
	Also, office hours by appointment


Text:

Thomas Dixon, Religion and Science: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008. Available at Penn Book Center, 130 South 34th Street,  (215) 222-7600  Hours: 10-6 M thru F; 10-4 Saturday, and at Rosengarten Reserve, Basement of Van Pelt Library.
Recommended Texts:

Gary Kessler, Voices of Wisdom: A Multicultural Philosophy Reader, and

Diane Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual.

Current editions of both of these are available from the Penn Book Center (see above).

Texts  to Buy or Consult for this course:

Of the Oxford Very Short Introductions, these are useful for this course and afterwards:

Peter Coles, Cosmology, 2001
Susan Blackmore, Consciousness, 2005 
Michael O'Shea, The Brain, 2005

David J. Hand, Statistics, 2008

Description:

1) This course will present perspectives on cooperation and conflict between religion and science. We begin with chapters that detail, in stark contrast, the methodology of science vs. the methodology of religious studies. Next is a short historical overview of the developing relationship between religion and science, largely from a western perspective. To broaden our perspective, we will read essays discussing both religion and science from cultures that differ from the first readings.

2) The problem of consciousness is basic to current attempts to reconcile religion and science. We will compare the phenomenology of religious experience and science's attempts to detect, reproduce, and view religious experiences. Students will learn the continuing challenges religion poses to science, and that science poses to religion, from an historical background as well as the particular modern case of approaches to the phenomenon of consciousness.

3) The course will challenge students to think critically about the deeper issues that underlie the ways each discipline portrays the means, motives, methods, and beliefs of the other. Class members will be better able to place new issues and discoveries in the broader context of the relationship between religion and science.

4) Classes are a mix of lecture, discussion, and audio-visual presentation. Class interaction is encouraged, based on the readings. To encourage staying current on the readings, there will often be a preliminary quiz on Blackboard, due before class on Monday. A shorter project (4 or 5 double-spaced pages, one-inch margins) and a longer project (5 to 7 double-spaced pages) are also required. The papers should approach Religion and Science from the following perspective, 

[T]he goal of reasoned discourse is not to win or lose some abstract debate, but rather to find a position that we can all live with.

With my permission, a student may use visual media to present an interpretation, in the mode of Art History classes, though art historical, current media, and personal works may be combined.

Note that electronic submissions should use the MS Word *.doc format, NOT docx. If you use MS Office 7, which defaults to *.docx, you MUST change the way the file saves, to *.doc, rather than *.docx. Choose the round button on the upper left, select Save As, and choose *.doc. 

Goals:
1) Students will gain a general knowledge of epistemology, "how we know what we know," and how it applies to specific methodologies in the academic study of religions, and in the discovery and evaluation of scientific advances.

2) Students will explore the specific methods involved in assessing religious and scientific claims.

3) Students may also explore an esthetic approach to religion and science, in consultation with me.

Requirements:

One major and one minor project from each student. One report may be given as a Power Point presentation, if you have arranged it with me in advance. 

Attending all classes. Monday, March 29th, First Passover Seder Night, there is no class.

Taking the assigned quizzes on Blackboard. 

Resources:

Van Pelt Library

Rosengarten Reserve, on the ground floor of the Van Pelt Library Building

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
Course Pages at https://courseweb.library.upenn.edu/
The Fisher Fine Arts Image Library at http://dla.library.upenn.edu/dla/fisher/index.html
Look for additional resources to be added periodically on the course page.

Evaluation:

Class participation -- 10%
Weekly quizzes on the readings -- 20%
Short paper (first paper) -- adequacy of coverage 20%
Longer paper (second paper) -- quality 25%
Take-home final – evaluation of learning 25%

Policies
· No unexcused absences
· Family or medical emergencies with written documentation (for example, a doctor's note) will be treated as an excused absence. That means making arrangements with me to make up the work.

· Plagiarism on the papers will result in disciplinary action and an F for the course; on less formal work, you will receive one grade of zero, with an option to redo the work for a C or C+. 

· One unexcused absence = 1/3 reduction of your final grade in the course (i.e., A to A-, A- to B+, etc.)

· One late assignment = a full reduction of your grade for the assignment (i.e., A+ to B+, B to C, etc.) for each day late.

· No cell phones -- not even on vibrate.

· No plagiarism. Quote and attribute material you use that you did not write, even in an open book quiz.

· Quizzes are open book.

· No texting -- regardless of what device you use for texting.

· Athletic events are not excused absences. If you anticipate a schedule conflict, speak to me, or email me, by the beginning of Spring Break.

Academic Integrity
All work of any kind -- quiz, written homework, formal papers -- is presumed to be your own. Submitting work that is not your own -- including the distinctive words, phrases, or ideas of others -- is a violation of academic integrity and an act of plagiarism. This includes following links found in Wikipedia articles that go to other articles, without indicating the articles at both the beginning and the end of the links between them, as well as the date accessed. Acts of plagiarism can result in serious consequences, including failure on the assignment, failure in the course, or disciplinary action by the university. 

Please consult Penn's Code of Academic Integrity, http://www.upenn.edu/osl/acadint.html, if you have questions. This is a further statement of two others for this class, the rules I read in the first class, and the information I sent in an email. 

The words are a combination of those in a syllabus for WRIT 030-301, the events of this class, and some modifications to fit this class. This is not a retroactive policy. It does spell out in more detail both my class policies read at the first class, and the Academic Integrity policies of the University. 

Course Schedule:

	Week
	Topic
	Required Reading

	Jan 25, 2010
	Overview and Syllabus
	Syllabus on Blackboard

	Feb 1, 2010 
	Epistemology, Overview, Skills
	Dixon, 1-17;  Wikpedia links, Bateson 1-30, 183-200. 

	Feb 8, 2010
	Belief and 

Religious Experience
	Clifford, "Ethics of Belief"

James, Will to Believe, & Varieties, Chapter XX

	Feb 15, 2010
	Scientific Method
	"Analyzing Statistical and Causal Arguments," Popper & Kuhn Selections

	Feb 22, 2010
	Conflicts Between Religion and Science I
	Dixon, 20-80, "Does God Act in Nature," & Evolution 
Short paper due

	Mar 1, 2010 
	Conflicts Between Religion and Science II
	Dixon, 81-126 Creation,  Intelligent Design & Mind



	Mar 8, 2010
	SPRING BREAK 
	

	Mar 15, 2010
	Consciousness I
	Concepts Blackboard Readings

	Mar 22, 2010
	Consciousness II
	In the Brain or the Person, Newberg & others, on BB

	Mar 29, 2010
	NO CLASS
	Long Project/Paper Work

	April 5, 2010
	Cosmology I
	

	April 12, 2010
	Cosmology II
	

	April 19, 2010
	Critical Thinking I
	Long Project/Paper Due

	April 26, 2010
	Critical Thinking II
	


Take Home Final Due:  

Monday May 3, 2010

� Kenneth Bruffee, as paraphrased by Valerie Ross, ed., The Practice of Writing. Third Revised Edition. New York: Custom Publishing, 2009) vii.  
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